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Introduction  
India has facing major problem poverty from pre-independence 

period to until today. Along with the poverty India has facing other problems 
like huge population, corruption, black money, illiteracy, unhygienic, 
unemployment etc. These problems are co-related with each other. Due to 
rapidly rising population growth it causes lack of education & less 
opportunities of job, which leads to poverty. 
 It is broadly can be say that where the people are deprived of the 
basic needs such as food, clothes and shelter. They could not get the 
things which are essential for their survival. In India after independence 
some elite people rip the fruits of development and major part of the society 
is deprived from the development. As the time passed long the valley 
between the rich and poor vigorously increased. The developing Country 
like India there is major problem of poverty due to not enough strong 
economy. In India poverty is measured by the much disputed measure 
“Poverty Line”. 
Objectives of the Study: 
1. To know the concept of poverty. 
2. To study the causes of poverty in India. 
3. To focus on the schemes to eradicate the poverty. 
4. To suggest recommendations regarding poverty alleviation. 
Review of Literature 
 Regarding poverty this review focuses on literature that covers 
more historic approach to examine intensity of poverty and remedies on it. 
The review includes current scenario of poverty in world as well as India 
which is depicted as under— 
1. The Planning Commission Report on Poverty (2013). According to this 

report the number of people living below poverty line has come down 
to 21.9% in 2011-12 which was 37.2% in 2004-05 on account of 
increase in per capita consumption. Also the report revealed that in 
2011-12 in case of rural areas, the national poverty line by using the 
Tendulkar Methodology is estimated that at Rs 816 per capita per 
month in villages and Rs 1000 per capita per month in cities of India. It 
means that the persons whose consumption of goods and services 
exceeds Rs 33.33 per capita per day in cities as well as Rs 27.20 per 
capita per day in villages are not poor.  

2. C Rangrajan Panel on Tendulkar Report (2014). This panel was setup 
by the government of India to review the Suresh Tendulkar 
Committee’s methodology for estimating poverty and clear the 
ambiguity therein. After the keen study C Rangrajan Panel denied the 
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 Tendulkar Committee report on estimating 
poverty and stated that the number of poor in 
India was much higher in 2011-12 at 29.5% of the 
population, which means that 03 out of 10 
persons at present are poor in India. This is the 
difference with Tendulkar Methodology under 
which poverty was determined at 29.8% in 2009-
10 and reduced at 21.9% in 2011-12 As per the 
report of C RangrajanPanel a person spending 
less than Rs 1,407 a month (Rs 47 per day) 
would be considered poor in cities, in villages 
those spending less than Rs 972 (Rs 32 per day) 
per month would be considered poor. The 
Tendulkar Committee recommended as that of 
Rs 1000 a month (Rs 33 per day) in cities and Rs 
816 a month (Rs 27 per day) in villages would be 
considered poor. 

3. The World Bank (2015), In 2015 The World Bank 
forecasted that 702.1 million people were living in 
extreme poverty, down from 1.75 billion in 1990. 
This situation is found in all parts of the world with 
developed economies. As per population of 2015, 
about 347.1 million people (35.2%) lived in Sub-
Saharan Africa and 231.3 million (13.5%) lived in 
South Asia. As per the World Bank forecast, 
between 1990 and 2015, the percentage of the 
World population living in extreme poverty reduce 
from 37.1% to 9.6%, falling below 10% for the 
first time. 

4. Future Development blog of Brooking (2018) this 
report says that, “At the end of May 2018, our 
trajectories suggest that Nigeria had about 87 
million people in extreme poverty, compared with 
India’s 73 million. What is more extreme poverty 
in Nigeria is growing by six people every minute, 
while poverty in India continues fall”. 

5. N.R. Bhanumurthy,(2018). The Professor of the 
National Institute of Public Finance and Policy 
stated that as the assumption that India would be 
able to eliminate extreme poverty by 2030 seems 
realistic given the country’s record in the past 10 
years in reducing poverty and its ability to meet 
the Millennium development Goals. He also said,” 
But to achieve that we must continue to grow at 
7% to 8% for the remaining period”. The UN-
sponsored Sustainable Development Goals aim 
to eliminate global poverty by 2030. 

6. ArunJaitely, (2018). At the occasion of the 25
th
 

World Congress of Savings and Retail Banks, the 
Union Finance Minister ArunJaitely said that, 
“India will use its high growth rate to alleviate 
poverty and improve quality of life. Economies 
like ours all over the world need a high rate of 
growth. We want to use growth as a mechanism 
to pull the maximum number of people out of 
poverty, and improve upon quality of life”. 

Hypothesis of the Study 
1. There is existence of poverty in India. 
2. The Indian Govt. is keen interested in poverty 

alleviation. 
Concept of Poverty 
 The poverty can be defined as the situation 
where in people are unable to fulfill their basic 
necessities for the survival. These basic needs 

includes food, clothing and shelter. The poverty 
becomes a vicious circle which gradually ends up 
entailing all family members. 
 In the simple term, the poverty may be 
explained as a social condition where persons do not 
have enough finance to meet the most basic living 
standards that is acceptable by the society. 
Individuals experiencing poverty do not have the 
enough financial capacity to pay for basic necessities 
like food, clothes & shelter. 
Definitions of Poverty 
1. United Nation,”Fundamentally, poverty is the 

inability of having choices and opportunities, a 
violation of human dignity. It means lack of basic 
capacity to participate effectively in society. It 
means not having enough to feed and clothe a 
family, not having a school or clinic to go to, not 
having the land on which to grow one’s food or a 
job to earn one’s living, not having access to 
credit. It means insecurity, powerlessness and 
exclusion of individuals, households and 
communities. It means susceptibility to violence, 
and it often implies living in marginal or fragile 
environments, without access to clean water or 
sanitation”. 

2. World Bank,” Poverty is pronounced deprivation 
in well-being, and comprises many dimensions. It 
includes low incomes and the inability to acquire 
the basic goods and services necessary for 
survival with dignity. Poverty also encompasses 
low levels of health and education, poor access 
to clean water and sanitation. Inadequate 
physical security, lack of voice, and insufficient 
capacity and opportunity to better one’s life”. 

3. Robert McNamara, The Former President of the 
World Bank,” A condition so limited by 
malnutrition, illiteracy, disease, squalid 
surroundings, high infant mortality, and low life 
expectancy as to be beneath any reasonable 
definition of human decency”. 

Research Methodology 
 This present study is mainly based on 
secondary data. The relevant data have been made 
available from various sources such as newspapers, 
research journals, books and websites etc. 
 In this research paper special attempt has 
been made to analyses poverty among the India, 
causes of poverty, current scenario of poverty and 
various schemes regarding eradicate the poverty in 
India. 
Causes of Poverty 
Climate Factor 

The uncontrolled climate reduces the 
capacity of the people to work in the farm. Frequent 
flood, draughts, famines, earthquake and cyclones 
causes heavy damage to agricultural product. 
Rapid Population Growth 

The rapid population growth aggravates the 
poverty among the people. The population growth not 
only creates difficulties in removal of poverty but also 
lowers the per capita income which tends to increase 
poverty. The population growth at the faster rate 
increase labor force supply which tends to lower the 
wage rate. 
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 Large Size of Family 
The size of the family is played very 

significant role in society. The large size of family 
leads to lower per capita income and low living 
standards. The persistence of the joint family system 
has adverse effect on health and earning capacity of 
the society. 
Exploiting Policy of British 

Almost 200 years British ruled India. They 
looted out gold comfort and precious things from 
India. They purposely neglect the overall development 
of India. Ultimately, Indian people trapped in poverty. 
Lack of Employment Opportunities 

India is developing Country with rapidly rising 
population. The job opportunities could not available 
to the people in sufficient manner. Hence, no jobs, no 
earning means economic crisis. 
Lack of Motivational Education 

Existence of Illiteracy is one of the major 
problem in India. The lack of motivational education 
results into not having good qualification to get a job it 
causes poverty in India. Individuals do not have 
enough determination towards self-employment 
Idleness of Family Members 

In many big families, one of the family 
member has to work hard and earn money, rest of the 
lazy members are eating without any work. This 
picture is obvious seen in the Indian society. This 
idleness laziness push up the family towards poverty. 
Traditional Cultivation Method 

The poverty and real income both are very 
much inter-linked. When increase in real income it 
leads to reduction of the magnitude of poverty. As 
regards to agricultural sector the farmers even today 
follow the traditional cultivation method. Hence, they 
got low agricultural production, it results increase in 
rural poverty. 
Unequal Distribution of Land & Assets 

The land as well as other forms of assets 
constitute sources of income among the rural and 
urban society. Unfortunately, in India there is unequal 
distribution of land and other assets, it creates valley 
between rich and poor people. 
Rising in Price & Inflation Rate 

In India day by day people facing the hike 
inflation rate as well as prices of commodities due to 
oil and petroleum crisis. But salaries & wages do not 
rise as much in keeping up with the inflated prices of 
commodities, ultimately, it leads to reduce per capita 
income. 
Finding and Conclusion 
 It is found that, due to the Government of 
India’s honest efforts and positive response of the 
people poverty rate is declining year by year. The 
poverty rate in the country has come down from 55% - 
28% but there is existence of poverty within Indian 
society it is blame for us in rising economy. If Govt. 
implements the several job-oriented programmes 
effectively then it leads to better living standards of 
the people. If Government provides basic facilities to 
the farm sector then people can get excess income 
consequently they could not migrate to urban area. 
The provisions of infrastructure like rural 
industrialization, rural roadsand irrigation as well as 

forest projects are also helpful for eradicating poverty 
indirectly. We hope coming some years our nation 
should be free from vicious trap of poverty and people 
will be enjoy the life. 
Suggestions and Recommendations 

The following are the suggestions and 
recommendation taken in account for fighting the 
demon of poverty in India: 
To Control the Birth Rate 

The Government of India should be check 
growth rate of population and frame policies for 
awareness and promoting birth control. 
To Adopt Equal Distribution Policy 

There is immense gap between rich and 
poor people in India. The Government of India adopt 
new policy regarding equal distribution of wealth and 
land. 
To Provide Health & Education Facility 

The Government of India should made 
available quality food, clean drinking water and good 
health centers. As well as free high school & cheaper 
higher education facility. 
Special Concession in Tax  

The Government of India should offer the tax 
concession to the poverty stricken and other 
backward region of the India for encouraging 
investment in industrial and farm sector. 
1. The Government of India should be made all 

efforts to increase the employment opportunities 
in the country with the help of direct foreign 
investment and encouraging self-employment 
schemes. 

2. To abolish the vicious circle of poverty the 
Government of India should give more emphasis 
on Make in India, Skill India, Pradhan Mantri 
Rojgar Srajan Programme, Udyam Sakhi Portal, 
Rashtriya Gramin Payjal Yojna, Pradhan Mantri 
Krishi Sinchan Yojna, Pradhan Mantri Aawas 
Yojna, Public Distributation System, Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act, Rashtriya Swasthya Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 
Gram SadakYojnaetc. 
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